
Vol.  45, Issue 1 

      1 

December 2007 

THE OPINION  

UB Law School  

101 OõBrian Hall 

Buffalo, NY 14260  

The Opinion Strikes Back! 
UB Law School community brings back historic paper 

The Student Newspaper of the University at Buffalo Law School  
 

 

The Opinion  

The Illegality of 

Online Gambling 

By: Anthony M. 

Leone, JDó09 

 

Until recently, gam-

blers across the 

country were free to 

pursue their gambling habits legally on 

the Internet; however, the convenience of 

Internet gambling was recently eliminated 

by the Prohibition on Funding of Unlaw-

ful Internet Gambling.  For gamblers, this 

law is surely an impediment on their abil-

ity to gamble from the comfort of their 

own homes, but in the face of ubiquitous 

means of localized and legalized gam-

bling, is the federal ban really a deterrent 

or merely an inconvenience? 

 

It seems paradoxical that the government 

is promoting gambling through its support 

of casinos and lotteries, but undermining 

it by banning the same activities over the 

Internet.  The alleged purpose of the fed-

eral ban on Internet gambling was to curb 

increasing consumer credit card debt that 

might be fueled in part by online gam-

bling.  Surely, however, online gambling 

cannot be the only means of driving con-

sumer credit card debt through the roof.  

The current economic boom is a testament 

to the increasing trend of gambling.  New 

York State grossed over $7 billion in reve-

nue during fiscal year 2006 from lottery 

sales.  Also in the past year, Governor El-

liot Spitzer backed a plan for a $600 mil-

lion ñLas Vegas Styleò Indian Casino to be 

erected in the Catskill Mountains.  Even if 

Internet gambling were a major source of 

consumer credit card debt, it is unlikely 

that its ban will single handedly alleviate 

the problem in the face of so many alterna-

tive gambling options.  

The forgotten front on 

the war on terrorism 

By Eddie Gonzalez, JD 

ó09 

 

I spy with my little eye 

something dangerous 

looming over the hori-

zon.  It is a country: predominantly Mus-

lim with a growing number of extremists 

pressing for power. This country pos-

sesses nuclear weapons and borders the 

nation of Afghanistan.   Whatôs more, this 

country was only one of three who for-

mally recognized the Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan. Syria? No. Iran? Warmer, 

but no!  Give up?   My eye spies the 

country of Pakistan. 

 

In 2003, during the early stages of Opera-

tion Iraqi Freedom, I had the honor of 

representing my university at the Student 

Conference on United States Affairs in 

the United States Military Academy.  

While there, I participated in a panel dis-

cussing the rise of radical Islam in the 

former Soviet republics of Central Asia.  

Repeatedly, United States military offi-

cials spoke of the instability of Pakistan, 

not Iraqôs alleged weapons of mass de-

struction as the United Statesô most press-

ing danger.  So, why is it that the United 

States props up red herrings like Iraq and 

Iran, and chooses not to focus its military 

and diplomatic might on a unstable nation 

that could make President Bushôs  
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Iôm A Struggling 

Law Student- Why 

Should I Give You 

Money? 

By Kristen Ng, 

JDô11 

 

Have you ever passed by a table asking 

for donations to ñSave Darfurò or seen the 

commercials asking you to make a dona-

tion for the cancer patients at St. Judeôs 

Hospital?  As a law student, it is often-

times extremely hard to give money 

away, for personal or for financial rea-

sons, even if the amount of money actu-

ally equals to about 3 cup of coffee at the 

caf® on the second floor of OôBrian.  

 

What we do not realize is that we are so 

immersed in a consumer society that we 

forget how much of something we really 

do not need.  Sure, Target seems to be a 

bargain hot-spot, but the purchases there 

add up to hundreds of dollars.  A six pack 

of beer costs about six dollars, but de-

pending on the amount you consume, 

well, it can definitely add up.  If we look 

around our living areas there are plenty of 

items that we do not need. 

 

i n f r a  
 

 Dean Olsen éééé...........  2 
 
 Commentaryé...............é..  2-4 
 
   

An Interview with 

the man behind the 

Free New York 

movement  

By Patrick Krey, 

LLMô08 

 

James Ostrowski is an accomplished Attor-

ney and writer who regularly contributes to 

the extremely popular website LewRock-

well.com and is also the author of the con-

troversial book, Political Class Dismissed, 

a must read for anyone looking to learn 

about Buffaloôs political scene. He is also 

an adjunct scholar at both Canisius College 

and the Ludwig Von Mises Institute and 

directly learned about economics from the 

late, world famous, libertarian pioneer 

Murray N. Rothbard.  

 

Currently, James hosts the live call-in 

online radio show, PaleoRadio, on Wny-

Media.Net Thursday at 1-2 PM (reruns 

available via web cast afterwards). The 

show covers both national and local poli-

tics in depth and from a libertarian per-

spective. 

 

ñmushroom cloudò scenario come true at 

any moment?  As President Franklin De-

lano Roosevelt once said about a Latin 

American dictator, President Pervez 

Musharraf of Pakistan may be son of a  

b****, but heôs our son of a b****.  But 

what happens when that S.O.B stops be-

ing our S.O.B?  
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